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1. INTRODUCTION 

A new ten-year Greenspace Action Plan (GAP) is being produced for Pishiobury 

Park. This briefing document provides an overview of how the GAP will be produced 

and sets out how stakeholders can contribute to shaping the plan. 

GAPs are essentially map-based management plans that provide focus and direction 
for the running and improvement of open spaces. They provide a clear, logical 
process to determine the activities that should take place over a stated period of time 
to achieve the objectives for the site. 

The GAP is being produced by the Countryside Management Service (CMS), part of 
Hertfordshire County Council’s Countryside and Rights of Way Service, on behalf of 
and in partnership with East Herts District Council. The completed document will 
inform the management actions to be undertaken over the next ten years, 
commencing in April 2023, with a review in 2028 after five years. 

Engaging communities is integral to the production of GAPs, to ensure that 
stakeholders are fully aware of and able to interact with the plan production process. 
This briefing document initiates and supports this community engagement.  

The engagement period will run from 28th October until 11th November 2022. A 
further engagement period in early 2023 will provide an opportunity to assess the 
draft version of the GAP. Please use the contact details in Section 6 to comment on 
the aspirations for the site. 

This document has been broken down into easy-to-read sections: 

Section 2 provides an overview of the site and location map. 

Section 3 reviews recent management of the site.  

Section 4 contains the core objectives for the 2023 - 2033 GAP. 

Section 5 summarises the public engagement methodology, setting out how 
and when stakeholders can contribute to the plan. 
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2. BACKGROUND 

Pishiobury Park is a significant greenspace for nature conservation, informal 

recreation, and cultural heritage. Designated as a Grade II Historic Parkland, the 

park has a rich history, with evidence for a Neolithic Causewayed Enclosure (which 

is designated a Scheduled Ancient Monument), and a parkland estate once granted 

to Queen Ann Boleyn. Features of the estate grounds remain and provide evidence 

for 18th century landscape design likely attributed to Capability Brown. The historic 

features across the site also form a mosaic of diverse and locally important wildlife 

habitats which support a range of protected species. The ecological significance of 

the site has been recognised with the park designated a Local Nature Reserve, it 

also comprises three Local Wildlife Site designations: Pishiobury Park (62/001), the 

Osier Beds (62/019) and Stort Meads (62/009). 

 

The site has been owned by East Herts District Council since 1981, the 39ha site is 

managed in partnership with the Countryside Management Service (CMS) and a 

dedicated Friends Group. The Friends of Pishiobury Park (FoPP) are valued 

ambassadors for the park contributing greatly to the programme of volunteer works 

which include tree planting, scrub clearance, invasive species control, and running 

guided walks and public events.   

 

The park is located between the towns of Sawbridgeworth and Harlow in East 

Hertfordshire. It is extremely popular and highly valued by local residents, as well as 

visitors from further afield. There are a number of entrance points to the park from 

the surrounding communities, and a car park is situated to the west of the park which 

can be accessed via the A1184. There are several mown grass paths criss-crossing 

the site, allowing enjoyment by dog walkers, walkers, and ramblers. Furthermore, the 

site is frequented by local wildlife and history groups. There is a picnic area with 

regularly mown amenity grassland and some natural play which facilitates informal 

recreation.  

 

The park is characterised by a diverse array of habitats including neutral grassland, 

calcareous grassland, damp flood meadows, hedgerows, mature woodland belts, 

and wet woodland. The majority of the park is grazed by rare breed cattle which 

maintain a diverse grassland sward. A number of aquatic habitats are present across 

the site, including a pond, natural spring, and drainage ditch. The scattered veteran 

trees, hawthorn roundels, and two tree lined avenues (Oak Walk and Lime Avenue) 

provide living examples of the heritage value of this historic parkland, in addition to 

exemplifying the original landscape design. The River Stort (Navigation) borders the 

park to the east connecting the parkland to the low-lying wet areas to the south, 

outside the park boundary. These wet areas feature an original serpentine lake.  

 

 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/recycling-waste-and-environment/countryside-management/countryside-management-service.aspx
http://www.friendsofpishioburypark.co.uk/#/
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3. REVIEW OF PROGRESS 

Several management plans have been produced for Pishiobury Park in the past and 

major improvements to the park have been made over the past 15 years. Pishiobury 

Park has been actively managed for conservation and recreation for many years, the 

most recent plan outlining management prescriptions covered 2018 – 2023. 

The most significant achievements and undertakings in recent years include gaining 

the Local Nature Reserve (LNR) designation for the park, commissioning 

archaeological investigations that included a desk study, magnetometry scans and 

test dig pits, installation of the new Osier Bed boardwalk, installation of disabled 

parking, access improvements, improvements to the picnic area – including the 

addition of wooden Longhorn sculptures, tree and hedge planting and provision of 

signage and interpretation. The heritage and wildlife conservation value of the park 

has been enhanced over the years from restoration of hawthorn roundels, 

maintenance of the woodland enclosure, maintenance of the tree lined avenues, 

restoration of the footprint of Nursery Wood and planting with native trees, re-

shaping and enlarging the natural spring and improving the seasonal grazing regime. 

East Herts District Council have funded the majority of these improvements with 

assistance from other grants. The National Lottery Heritage Fund has also made 

some of these projects possible with the ambition to get more of the local community 

engaged in the site’s history.  

The Friends of Pishiobury Park have contributed enormously to the management of 

the park since the group was established in 2010. They continue to provide valuable 

support to the maintenance and development of the park, undertaking a regular 

programme of volunteer works and engaging with the public regularly through events 

and on a day-to-day basis. 

Previous iterations of the Pishiobury Park Greenspace Action Plan focused on 

restoring the historic landscape character and footprint of the site, improving public 

access to the site, and establishing a successful grazing regime. In the new GAP 

additional attention will be given to developing a strategy for the long-term 

management and protection of the veteran trees that characterise this historic 

landscape. Refreshed consideration is also planned for the water features of the 

park, specifically to improve their habitat quality for wildlife, and to improving 

landscape connectivity for the enjoyment of people and benefit of wildlife. 
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4. GREENSPACE ACTION PLAN (GAP) 2023-33 

The Pishiobury Park GAP 2023-33 will be a simple, easy to read plan for use by the 

Council and the Friends of Pishiobury Park as we continue maintaining and 

developing the park. The plan will be largely map based, with sequential, annual 

management maps to show the actions planned for each year. The resulting change 

will be represented on the map for the following year. The document will be reviewed 

annually to ensure it remains effective and relevant. 

The plan will be costed, and potential funding sources identified. Once the final GAP 

is agreed, external funding will be sought to assist delivery.  The Council is 

committed to continued improvements across its open spaces within the constraints 

explained in our overriding Parks & Open Strategy: 

https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/sports-leisure-and-parks/how-we-look-after-our-parks-

and-open-spaces 

The aim and objectives of the GAP will be as follows: 

Aims 

Pishiobury Park is a valuable greenspace for nature conservation, informal 

recreation, and cultural heritage within a significantly built-up part of Hertfordshire. It 

is rich in wildlife and offers visitors an opportunity to enjoy a unique landscape. The 

primary aims for management of the park are therefore to restore and enhance its 

varied natural habitats and historic landscape, celebrate its heritage, and provide all 

visitors with a welcoming and accessible green space which retains a feeling of 

naturalness and of being in the countryside as aspired to by its historic garden 

designers.  

Objectives 

A. To maintain Pishiobury Park as a welcoming place, enhancing the 

experience of using the site for all regular users and visitors: 

A1 Maintain inviting and informative entrances. 

A2 Maintain access infrastructure to a safe and effective standard. 

B. To ensure that visitors to the park feel safe and secure: 

B1 Routine safety inspections carried out with identified actions implemented. 

B2 Respond to reports of misuse or antisocial behaviour. 

C. To ensure the site is tidy and that regular maintenance is carried out: 

C1 Ensure the standard of general site maintenance is upheld and relevant 

throughout the site. 

C2 Maintain a high standard of amenities with a focus on cleanliness and 

health and safety.  

D. Ensure all activities on site are as sustainable as possible: 

https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/sports-leisure-and-parks/how-we-look-after-our-parks-and-open-spaces
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/sports-leisure-and-parks/how-we-look-after-our-parks-and-open-spaces
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D1 Secure external funding to assist the viability of capital projects. 

D2 Ensure that ongoing maintenance costs are financially sustainable. 

D3 Retain material from woodland works on site where possible for use in 

habitat creation. 

E. To conserve and enhance the biodiversity and heritage of Pishiobury Park: 

E1 Conserve both the important biodiversity and historic landscape character 

of the site, in keeping with the site’s relationship to the wider landscape. 

E2 Continue to support and promote grazing as a crucial management tool in 

enhancing the diversity of wildflowers, the sward structure, and the overall 

biodiversity value of the grassland habitats across the park.  

E3 Continue to control scrub encroachment to maintain the areas of 

grassland available for wildflowers, balancing this with the need to retain a 

network of scrub for invertebrates and small mammals. 

E4 Continue with the careful management of Pishiobury Park’s woodlands, 

adopting traditional management strategies such as coppicing alongside 

usual woodland management practices. 

E5 Continue to implement long-term management strategy for roundels. 

E6 Continue to manage existing boundary hedgerows to maximise their 

contribution to biodiversity whilst maintaining the historic footprint of the 

park. 

E7 Continue to maintain woodland enclosures. 

E8 Review and develop a long-term vision for the sustainable management 

and protection of veteran trees across the park. 

E9 Undertake sensitive management of the ponds to enhance the habitat for 

aquatic invertebrates and amphibians.  

 

F. To develop and maintain an informed, involved, and enthusiastic local 

community: 

F1 Continue to promote, recognise, and support volunteer activity; give 

guidance to the Friends of Pishiobury Park and CMS volunteers in 

delivering the GAP. 

F2 Promote and develop volunteer involvement with Pishiobury Park to 

support health and wellbeing of local residents. 

F3 Encourage a broad volunteer-led practical conservation and monitoring 

programme. 

F4 Support volunteers to organise events to spread awareness and increase 

community involvement. 

 

G. To raise awareness of the site and what it has to offer: 

G1 Make the new Pishiobury Park site leaflet easily accessible online to 

promote the Park further. 
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G2 Promote the site across a variety of media and events such as Love Parks 

Week to encourage new visitors to Pishiobury Park.  
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5. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PLAN PRODUCTION 
PROCESS 

Effective community engagement is at the centre of successful management plans. 

The value of a GAP is maximised when it incorporates and balances the aspirations 

of stakeholders and interest groups. 

In order to provide all interested stakeholders and groups with the opportunity to feed 

into the production of the new GAP, we have adopted a structured two-stage 

approach to community engagement. 

• For the first stage (this briefing document), stakeholders and site users will be 

invited to make comment on the core aspirations in Section 4; it is hoped that any 

further aspirations and/or issues will be identified through this information 

gathering process. This first stage of community engagement will run between 

Friday 28th October and Friday 11th November 2022.  

 

• For the second stage, stakeholders and site users will be invited to read through 

and make comment on the draft GAP, which will include the detailed proposals 

and actions. This stage is intended to take place during early 2023. 

 

Following the second stage exercise, the final document will be produced, published 

and the actions will commence. 

Please be aware that we will not respond individually to comments received through 

the public engagements; instead, we will produce a summary of comments, noting 

any amendments made to the plan as a result. This engagement response 

document will be published online alongside the briefing document, draft plan, and 

final plan. We will retain contact details only for the purpose of keeping respondents 

informed about the plan development process. 

5.1 Greenspace Action Plan production process 

1. Production of briefing document and outline proposals. 

2. Stakeholder engagement on briefing document. Engagement will run from 

28th October to 11th November 2022. 

3. Production of draft GAP. 

4. Stakeholder engagement on draft GAP. Engagement will run from 

approximately January to February 2023. 

5. Production of final GAP. 

6. Publicity and promotion. 
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5.2 Stakeholders 

• East Herts District Council councillors 

• Hertfordshire County Council councillors 

• Sawbridgeworth Town Council  

• Relevant East Herts District Council departments 

• Relevant Hertfordshire County Council departments 

• The Friends of Pishiobury Park 

• Local Residents’ Associations 

• Rights of Way 

• Hertfordshire Ecology 

• Historic Environment Record Centre 

• Historic England 

• Natural England 

• Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust 

• Hertfordshire Natural History Society 

• Butterfly Conservation Hertfordshire and Middlesex Branch 

• The Ramblers Association 

• British Horse Society 

• Local cycling clubs 
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6. STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK 

Thank you for taking the time to read this document. We are keen to receive 

feedback from you on our proposals for the Pishiobury Park Greenspace Action Plan 

(GAP) 2023 - 2033. 

Please return your comments using the contact details below by Friday 11th 

November at the latest. 

Rhiannon Barton  

E-mail: rhiannon.barton@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Phone: 01992 555173  

mailto:rhiannon.barton@hertfordshire.gov.uk

