
Shaping Stortford Steering Group 
 

Wednesday 28th July 2021 

Zoom conference call – 14:30-16:30 

 

MINUTES 

Present 

Helen Standen (Chair) EHC Deputy Chief Exec HS 

Kate Collins EHC PA (minutes) KC 

Cllr Graham McAndrew EHC GM 

Cllr George Cutting EHC GC 

Cllr Chris Wilson EHC CW 

Rob Mayo EHC RM 

Colin Haigh HCC CH 

Matt Cottam HCC MC 

Ian Hollinrake HCC IH 

Paul Dean BSCF PD 

James Parker BSTC JP 

Adam Wood Hertfordshire LEP AW 

Peter Douglas Residents Reference Group PDg 

Karen Burton BID KB 

Simon Dunlop Solum SD 

Apologies 

Cllr Alastair Ward-Booth EHC AWB 

Gina Thomas BID Manager GT 

Nick Truran HCC NT 

Deidre Glasgow Chair Rhodes Trust DG 
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Shaping Stortford Steering Group 
Wednesday 28th July 2021 

 

The meeting was held as a teleconference due to the COVID-19 restrictions. 

Minutes ~ 26th May 2021 

Correction Item 6.1   PD informed Highways of the footpaths in the area of the new development 

South of Haddam Road and what poor condition they are in and are not able to be used. TB has 

taken on action and asked PD to email him direct and will pass onto the rights of way officer. 

2. Election of Chairman All 

 

 2.1 Cllr Graham McAndrew has been elected as Chairman for the next 12 months. 

 

3. Matters arising [Unless it’s on the agenda] All 

 3.1   None 

4. Highways Update Matt Cottam 

 

 4.1   MC confirmed that talks are underway with HCC Development Management team and 

stakeholders, to consider further the best alignment of the Stanstead to Rye House works. 

 4.2 MC said that the 20mph is going to the speed management strategy in September alongside 

a long list of schemes (there are c.400 schemes on the list currently for 20mph in the County). A plan 

of action will then take place to get them delivered within a maximum 5 year period. Currently there 

is enough budget to deliver them if everything goes well. Following September’s meeting, MC will 

update the group further on this. 

 4.3 GM said that the criteria to become a sustainable travel town could be evolving and it’s 

worth looking at moving forward over a period of time. The main point of contention was around 

free parking.  

 4.4 MC recommends the group read the ‘Transport Decarbonisation Plan’ that was recently 

published by DFT. 

Action: MC to follow up with Trevor Mason who is leading on this. 
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5. Old River Lane & MSCP Northgate End Rob Mayo 

 5.1 RM provided the group with a detailed update on the Old River Lane and MSCP Northgate 

End projects. 

 5.2 Real Construction (formally Rydons) have reported back that the multi storey frame 

erection is going in well and being taken up to the 5th floor level. The framework for the vehicle 

ramps continues to be installed.  

 5.3 RM said that delivery of concrete sections of the multi-storey will be completed by the end 

of August. Brick work to the south elevation fronting on to link road is going very well and ahead of 

the programme.  

 5.4 There was a setback earlier in the year regarding the residential block. These issues have 

now been overcome. 

 5.5 The new electricity sub-station has been fully completed and well ahead of schedule. 

 5.6 RM said that they are in the final stages of agreeing the section 278 with HCC and this will 

be completed imminently.  HCC Highways works are programmed for the end of this year with a 

date to be confirmed. 

 5.7 RM said that a tree planting event took place on 24th May. Volunteers from the local 

community helped and the response was excellent. The event went very well, creating fantastic wet 

woodland. Due to the wet summer we have had the trees have already taken well, there are still 20 

to be planted in November. 

 5.8 RM said the MSCP at Northgate End is on track for practical completion for the first week of 

May 2022.  

 5.9 RM said that work is continuing well on the Arts Centre and the architects have been 

working with the project team. A public engagement exercise is underway which started on 16th July 

and ends on 6th August. RM encourages as many people as possible to complete the survey which is 

on the East Herts website. 

 5.10 RM mentioned that the masterplan will go to delivery board next week. 
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 5.11 RM responded to CW’s query asking where we are in terms of finding a replacement for 

the community facilities at URC hall, what progress has been made and how optimistic we are 

regarding the pedestrianisation of the south part of the site. RM said that the new arts centre will be 

based on two venues, one 150 seat and the other 80 seat and will be capable of hosting live 

performances. RM is confident that this will be a good replacement. 

 5.12 RM responded to CW’s query regarding the viability/size of the Arts Centre space. RM said 

that the survey on East Herts website is available to members of the public to complete as well as 

using a confer platform which has been sent to 87 user groups, including all performing arts groups. 

The survey has been sent to every sports, leisure and recreational group as well. 

 5.13 RM responded to KB’s query’s regarding the sequence of the build as well as the amount 

of outside space. 

 5.14 KB queried whether there was anywhere for group’s that previously used Charrington’s 

House should now look to go and JP said to contact the Town Council and Rhodes as they may be 

able to accommodate these groups. 

 5.15 GM asked when it would be possible for the group to have a guided tour of the new MSCP; 

RM confirmed that between 3-6 months would be a good time to visit. 

 

6.   HERT AND DRT update Cllr Graham McAndrew/Matt Cottam 

 

 6.1 MC shared his screen to go through the Shaping Stortford DRT and Hert update with the 

group.  

 6.2 GM said that there are no further DRT updates since the last meeting. 

 6.3 GM said that HCC was awarded 1.4 million from the DfT’s Rural Mobility Fund and there will 

be a presentation on the 4th August to see who has won the contract 

 6.4 GM responded to CW’s question regarding successfully covering villages around Bishop’s 

Stortford. 

 6.5 MC enquired where we are with the A414 strategy & HERT.GM said there is a presentation 

to East Herts Councillors next Thursday – 5th August on this topic. 

 

Action: GM to give an update at the next Shaping Stortford meeting regarding CW’s 

question (6.4). 

 



5 
 

Shaping Stortford Steering Group 
Wednesday 28th July 2021 

 

7. Project Updates   Cllr Graham McAndrew/James Parker 

 

 7.1 JP went through the two projects that he is responsible for which is ‘Timed 

Pedestrianistation of South Street and Cycle Strategy. 

 7.2 JP summarised the progress made with the cycle strategy. The Northern half of the 

North/South route now needs to go to planning. It’s moving forward slowly. The discussions over the 

location of the crossing(s) are continuing (between EH Planning, Highways and the developers) but 

not expected to resolve for several months.  

 7.3 JP reminded the group that feasibility studies took place. Trevor Brennan is chasing the final 

reports from the consultants. We will then have costed projects and will seek opportunities for 

funding. 

 7.4 JP updated the group re: Warwick Road. A letter was sent out a while ago. There still hasn’t 

been a response. 

 7.5 JP summarised the progress made with the Timed Pedestrianisation of South Street. 

 7.6 JP reminded the group that at the meeting before last the final reports came through from 

the consultants – PJA. JP went onto to say that it is generally recognised that they have come up 

with a good scheme that builds on the ideas that were developed during the pandemic.  

 7.7 JP said that there were a couple of things that they didn’t deal with during that study which 

was the issue that it should be timed and the team did agree that it should be timed. They also 

didn’t deal with the issue regarding the rat run thorough Nursery Road. JP went onto to say that PJA 

have put forward a proposal and will pick this up.  

 7.8 JP said that funding has been identified from the welcome back fund which is some legacy 

EU funding and this would fit so are in the process of moving to the point where we will commission 

the next stage out of that funding. We have to complete the next phase of work in order for it to be 

eligible for that. That went out to competition a couple of days ago and a deadline for 17th August 

for a response. 

 7.9 JP mentioned that a couple of things came up in discussion with PJA such as the amount of 

traffic on New Town Road and Apton Road. In order that we can determine when it falls off and 

therefore what the relevant timings would be and that would give us some solid information on 

what would be sensible timings we could then put against the question of from a business point of 

view you want the road closed from 9am-6pm etc. 

 7.10 Concerning the rat run, Alastair (Division Member HCC) made it clear that he regards the 

condition that something is done to mitigate the rat run, JP agrees. A suggestion has been made that 

a bollard could work, PJA have questioned whether a bollard would work because it creates a dead 
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end which would be difficult to turn in for refuse lorries etc. JP went onto to say that a couple of 

other solutions have been suggested such as no right/left turn or just signing it access only, which is 

already done in that area. JP advises that once we get into the next stage a brainstorming session 

may be needed over what the options are and let the traffic consultants work through which of 

those are most practical.  

 7.11 IH questioned whether anything could be done with the island at the bottom of New Town 

road because at the moment as you go down the road you can only turn left into South Street. JP 

reminded the team that they had rules out this earlier in discussions, on the grounds that it would 

adversely affect the main station road/south road traffic (which already suffers from congestion) and 

cost. 

 

Action: MC to chase HCC Highways regarding funding 

  GM/MC/JP/IH to discuss traffic/South St after the meeting 

 

 

  



7 
 

Shaping Stortford Steering Group 
Wednesday 28th July 2021 

 

8. Proposed meeting schedule   Paul Dean 

 

 8.1 PD raised concerns with regard to the proposed meeting schedules of both the core group 

(three councils which meet bi-monthly) and the full group (which meet quarterly). 

 

Action: GM, HS and JP to liaise on this. 

 

 

9. Goods Yard Simon Dunlop 

 

 9.1 SD from Solum attended today’s meeting. 

 9.2 PD queried whether travellers coming in from the South would benefit from having a car 

park accessible from the southern site in order to alleviate some of the traffic. 

 9.3 SD confirmed that MSCP’s are under Network Rails responsibility. 

 9.4 SD confirmed that the MSCP has been built complementing the existing surface car park on 

the riverside site which is a station asset; this forms part of Greater Anglia station lease and is 

available for use.  

 9.5 SD said that under the existing consent there is a planning condition to widen Anchor Street; 

a good stretch has already been widened. SD said they are currently trying to negotiate a s278 

agreement with HCC highways. Work will take place imminently and help alleviate the circular route 

around Station Road, Anchor Street and outside the station.  

 9.6 SD said that there is a number of competing elements for the use of the car park which is 

being looked into.  

 9.7 JP queried whether the masterplan affects the riverside environment at all. SD confirmed 

that all of the broad principles are being maintained and need to be worked through with Officers 

from a planning and design perspective. If there are any changes it will be in meters of a footprint 

and aesthetically very similar. SD confirmed that minimal changes will take place other than the 

result of the sidings coming in. 

 9.8 SD confirmed that consultants WSP are looking at the wider Stanstead to Rye House cycling 

study which will broadly focus on the A1184. 

 9.9 SD confirmed that the Goods Yard would be used for three reasons 1) because it serves the 

station 2) there’s a link to the town centre and 3) in terms of sustainability, having a piece of 
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infrastructure that goes right through the middle is likely to deliver the right outcomes from both 

perspectives.  

 9.10 MD confirmed that the Stanstead to Rye House route has come out of the growth and 

transport plans. 

 9.11 GM queried the amount of cars parked in the car park over the last few weeks; the volume 

is increasing and with the school holidays finishing soon feel that the car park will probably be 

completely full. The empty spaces left are premium car parking spaces or reserved for season ticket 

holders. When the multi storey car park opens there won’t be an over flow as well. SD said that he 

has been in contact with Network Rail and is just trying to find a suitable contact. SD said that they 

are being advised that when the capacity of the existing service car park comes under pressure 

which will be autumn time then at that point they make look into opening the MSCP as well. 

 9.12 PD queried the step free access from the eastern side of the town to the main entrance of 

the station and wonders whether step free access is going to remain. SD confirmed that there is a 

gradient and there is no intention of stopping the proposal.  

 
Actions:  HS to send MC, SD’s contact details 

HS to invite MC and SD to some future masterplanning meetings 

HS to send PD, SD’s email address 

SD to find a suitable contact at network rail and send to HS 
 

10. BSS Employment Area & London Stansted Cambridge Corridor Paul Dean 

 

 10.1 PD said that a high tech business park with high skilled jobs was originally promised and 

asked what the scope was for life sciences use of a site on the south side of Bishops Stortford. 

 10.2 PD said that currently there is traffic disruption, noise, vibration, effects on wildlife as well 

as residents which impacts on communities to the South.  

 10.3 PD said that there is a lot of representation on the Council planning website.  

 10.4 PD said that the London Stansted Cambridge Corridor Consortium has published an 

innovation core brochure last April which shows the various Councils. 

 

Action: Ben Wood (Head of Comms at East Herts) or Andrew Figgis (Economic Development 

Officer at East Herts) to be invited to the next Shaping Stortford meeting. HS and AW to 

liaise after the meeting regarding this. 
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11. AOB 

 

 11.1 MC went through a couple of slides with the group on the Stanstead to Rye House update. 

MC confirmed that a public consultation will start in March 2022. MC said that HCC have been 

working on a separate brief for the Bishop’s Stortford to Essex link.  

 11.2 CW queried whether there was any news on the Great Dunmow to Bishop’s Stortford link. 

MC said that part of the brief is looking at linking up to flight way leaning towards northern link 

through Birchmanor. The Southern route is not to be ruled out completely but would be difficult 

with what is there at the moment. 

 11.3 KB queried the current situation regarding Jackson Square and the proposed non-entrance 

from Bridge Street. Action: GM will look into this and report back. 

 


