
          

     
    

 
   

             
              

 

 

        

              
              

             
               
      

              
         

            
              

                
  

             
           
           

    

              
  

               
              

            
        

              
             

               
                

              
              

      

                 
           

 

Hertford Town Council response to Regulation 16 Comments, Bengeo Neighbourhood 
Area Plan 2019 - 2033 

B-003 J Robson 

Please note that the comments relate to the Regulation 14 draft of the Neighbourhood Plan 
and not the Regulation 15 Submission draft. Policies HBH4 and HBC5 are now quite different. 

B-004 Bidwells 

The response from Bidwells raises a number of issues: 

Paragraph 4.3 of the response refers to wording in paragraph 4.6 of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Paragraph 4.6 of the Neighbourhood Plan clearly states that Byway 1 is within LGS1. 

Paragraph 4.11 of the response states that any views identified in the Neighbourhood Plan 
look beyond LGS1. View 2 in Policy HBN3 of the Neighbourhood Plan looks across the LGS1 
and LGS1 is part of the view. 

Paragraph 4.13 of the response proposes that the site is within the Green Belt which is 
sufficient protection. However, Planning Practice Guidance (Paragraph: 010 Reference ID: 
37-010-20140306) states that exceptions may be made to designating LGS in Green Belt are 
made where the area is of particular importance to the community. The Town Council also 
wished to protect LGS1 and the view across it as open land from the risk of it being part of a 
quarrying operation. 

The response goes on to point out that the designation of LGS1 does not fulfil all the 
additional categories of specialness that we chose to identify. The NPPF does not require 
that each and every one of these additional categories must be met concurrently for a 
designation to be made. 

The primary and outstanding reason for designating this LGS is because of what it means to 
the community. 

Furthermore, the response later refers to ‘Landscape Views’, in particular Views 1 and 3 as 
well as View 2 which affect the site. Policy HBN3 is titled Important Views and it appears that 
the response again has not taken into account any amendments that were made to the 
Neighbourhood Plan between the Pre-submission and the Submission version. 

The response refers to paragraph 4.68 of the Neighbourhood Plan. In this instance the 
response does refer to the amended wording in the Submission document. The text refers 
to an aspiration for a further extension of LGS1 should the Strategic Site Allocation for new 
homes be removed in a revised Local Plan. The fact that the site is no longer in the Green 
Belt does not mean that it has carte blanche to be built on. The Local Plan site allocation is 
quite clear in that the further area of Site Allocation HERT4 would only be suitable for 
housing if the quarry proposal went ahead. 

The Town Council is of the firm view that Policy HBN1 and Policy HBN3 and all the supporting 
text accompanying these two policies is justified and, respectfully request, that they remain. 
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B-008 HCC – Comments of Hertfordshire County Council 

Waste – comments relate largely to Thundridge and not Bengeo; however the point about 
the potential for ground contamination could be added into the text if required. 

Heritage – It is not felt necessary to amend Objective E but Policy HBC3 could include 
mention of below ground heritage assets and Policy HBC4 could include a similar additional 
extra paragraph to that suggested by the County Council in relation to the Sele NP. The 
Council would be pleased to accept those amendments. 

Suggested amendments: 

HBC3 add “and below ground archaeology” after “listed buildings” in criterion I. 
HBC4 add a third paragraph that reads: “III. Other above ground non-designated heritage 
assets not identified in Criterion I. and as yet unknown buried heritage assets of 
archaeological interest may also be given due regard for the purposes of District Policy HA2 
Non-Designated Heritage Assets and Policy HA3 Archaeology.” 

B-0012 Comments of Hertford Civic Society 

Support from the Civic Society on the Policies for Local Green Spaces and Important Views 
is appreciated but some clarification on the comments they have made with regard to 
Policies HBT2 and HBT3 is necessary. 

The Civic Society’s comment about the potential for the former railway line only being 
referred to as a pedestrian route is not correct. Within the Neighbourhood Plan there are 
several mentions of the route being pursued as a pedestrian/cycle route, for example, as 
stated in paragraph 4.60. The Town Council would be happy to amend the Action Plan, item 
2 in Appendix B should be amended to mention cycling. 

Policy HBT2 mentions a number of routes in the first bullet under paragraph I. where 
upgrading these footpaths to Bridleways to permit cycling is preferred by Hertford Town 
Council. Discussions have been ongoing with Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) and the 
Town Council has been assured that upgrading footpaths 17,18,19,20 and 23 to 
cycleways/bridleways are in HCC’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan. We did in fact swap this 
bullet from HBT3 to HBT2 after Regulation 14 as they are currently only footpaths. 

The bridleway mentioned in the Civic Society’s comments, connecting Watermill Lane, paths 
14 and 15, are already cyclable but muddy. The Civic Society’s point will be taken on board 
in further discussions with HCC but HCC advise that S106 funds cannot be used for 
resurfacing as this is a revenue cost rather than capital. 

A point could be added into the Action Plan, i.e. to request HCC to consider the resurfacing 
of bridleway 14/15 to create this route from HERT4 into the town centre. 

The decision on whether the bid for Hertford to become a Sustainable Travel Town is 
expected in February 20201. If it is successful, improvements to walking and cycling routes, 
such as those projects identified in the Bengeo Neighbourhood Area Plan will become a key 
part of it. 
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The County Council will launch during late October/early November the consultation on the 
South East Hertfordshire Growth and Transport Plan that includes detailed packages of 
transport improvements for all of Hertford including Bengeo. 

B-027 Hertfordshire Gardens Trust 

Ware Park is a Locally Important Historic Park and Garden mentioned in East Herts Historic 
Parks and Gardens SPD and is in effect a Non-designated Heritage Assets. In order to record 
its significance, reference could be added into the second paragraph of Policy HBC4 after 
“other non- designated heritage assets …such as Ware Park Historic Park and Garden, …”. 

The rural landscape is mentioned in HBN3 Important Views, specifically Views 3 and 4 to 
Ware Park Manor and the rural nature of the northern part of the Neighbourhood Plan area 
is also mentioned in View 1. Ware Park Manor also features in the Foreword to the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

A sentence highlighting the importance of the landscape as described in the submission by 
the Trust could also be added into paragraph 4.21. E.g. “The important Local Park is of 
considerable historic interest including ancient hornbeam, oak and lime pollards from the 
southern avenue and earth works relating to the early deer park and later ornamental park.” 

B-038 Hertfordshire Constabulary 

Comments were not received from the Hertfordshire Constabulary to the Regulation 14 
Consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan. The Town Council is pleased to receive the 
comments at this stage and suggests that a reference to Secured by Design be included in 
Policy HBH2 a) and a reference to the document and how to find it be added into Appendix 
K. 

B-046 Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust 

We welcome the revised wording for Policy HBHN4 set out in the response from Herts and 
Middlesex Wildlife Trust. 
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